Genetic parameters of dermal patterns of ridge counts.
Dermatoglyphic traits including ridge counts and pattern type counts on fingers were studied in 711 families representing six racial groups in Hawaii. Heritability tesimates were derived from regressions of offspring on father, mother and mid-parent values as well as from full-sib correlations. These estimates varied from 0.23 for radial loops to 0.80 for total ridge count. The heritability estimates were lower for ridge counts of single hands or single digits.